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The Bierzo region and Galicia meet on this stretch which culminates
at 1,300 m in O Cebreiro, which is perhaps the most mythical of all
the villages on this Way, and heavily charged with symbolism. 
Prior to this destination, in Villafranca del Bierzo, the traveller 
may admire this town’s fine collection of monuments and the
Romanesque Church of Santiago, where pilgrims who are unable 
to reach Santiago de Compostela may receive plenary indulgence. 

The first few kilometres along this route continue in the same vein,
from Villafranca through the narrow valley of the Valcarce River
whose banks are lined with oaks and chestnut trees. The last eight
kilometres ascend some 690 metres. However the spectacular
views of the countryside and the notion that Compostela is
drawing nearer more than compensate for the effort.

12. Ponferrada – O Cebreiro

Distance: 50 km

Minimum elevation: 460 m

Maximum elevation: 1.320 m

Level of Difficulty: difficult-advanced

Places of cultural interest: Cacabelos, Vilafranca, 
O Cebreiro

Pilgrims’ hostels: Cacabelos (70 beds), Villafranca del Bierzo
(120), Pereje (24), Trabadelo (30), Vega de Valcarce (38), 
La Faba (14), Laguna de Castilla (14), O Cebreiro (92)
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13. O Cebreiro – Sarria

The lush countryside and the Galician mountains dominate this
stretch. In Triacastela the pilgrim can choose between two possible
routes: to continue along the traditional way, through the village of
A Balsa in a setting of woods and meadows, or to take the road to
Samos, whose great Benedictine Monastery has attracted pilgrims
since ancient times. 

From here and as far as Santiago de Compostela, the Way makes
its way through inhabited areas, passing through a succession of
villages. Two of the most important of these are Triacastela and
Samos. The Way makes its way up and down hills, although this
stretch ascends almost 850 metres between O Cebreiro and Sarria.

Distance: via A Balsa, 40 km; via Samos, 43 km

Minimum elevation: 450 m

Maximum elevation: 1.330 m

Level of Difficulty: moderate

Places of cultural interest: Triacastela, Samos, Sarria

Pilgrims’ hostels: Hospital da Condesa (18 beds), 
Triacastela (84), Calvor (22), Sarria (41)


