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The journey to Santiago continues on through a more populated
and accessible plain. The last stretch, en route to the Roman city of
Astorga, takes us into the region of La Maragatería, famous for its
muleteers and deep-rooted traditions.

At kilometre 33 on this stretch, the pilgrim comes across the Bridge
of Paso Honroso spanning the Órbigo River, and famous for the
deeds of Suero de Quiñones, a 15th century knight. During 
the Holy Year of 1434, fulfilling a promise to a lady and naming 
Saint James as his witness, this knight participated in some 
famous jousting tournaments on this spot.

10. León – Astorga

Distance: 49 km

Minimum elevation: 800 m

Maximum elevation: 950 m

Places of cultural interest: Sanctuary of the Virgin del Camino
(20th century), Hospital de Órbigo, Astorga

Pilgrims’ hostels: Villadangos del Páramo (70 beds), 
Hospital de Órbigo (80), Santibáñez de Valdeiglesias (25),
Astorga (96)
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11. Astorga – Ponferrada

The way continues along through the region of La Maragatería
which ends roughly halfway through this stage. In the vicinity 
of Mount Irago, the Bierzo region begins, marking the transition
between León and Galicia. Here the people, their customs 
and landscape act as a bridge across the gap that divides 
the two cultures.

Similarly, at this point the Way also undergoes a transition from 
the straight route of the flat plains to the sinuous ways and roads
snaking up and down around the hills all the way to Santiago. 
On this stretch the pilgrim must climb Cruz de Ferro, 1,504 m 
in altitude, one of the highest points along the French Way.

Distance: 54 km

Minimum elevation: 500 m

Maximum elevation: 1.504 m

Level of Difficulty: difficult

Places of cultural interest: Castrillo de los Polvazares, Rabanal
del Camino, Cruz de Ferro, Molinaseca, Ponferrada

Pilgrims’ hostels: Murias de Rechivaldo (24 beds), 
Santa Catalina de Somoza (34), El Ganso (16), 
Rabanal del Camino (154), Foncebadón (10), Manjarín (20), 
El Acebo (20), Riego de Ambrós (20), Molinaseca (46),
Ponferrada (158)


