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Along this stretch, the countryside is dominated by the endless
austere plains of Castile, leading the pilgrim to Sahagún, the most
important historical and cultural landmark, boasting emblematic
Romanesque-Mudejar churches among many other attractions. 

This stretch represents a halfway mark along the Pilgrims’ Way to
Santiago. The unrelenting sun of the vast Castilian flatlands is hard
on the traveller during the summer season. The pilgrim can find
some relief in the isolated rows of poplar trees lining a few of the
streams and in the shade of the narrow streets in the towns.

The first 16 kilometres of this stretch go along charming little roads
through farmlands, but the rest of the route largely coincides with
the N-120 highway.

8. Carrión de los Condes – Sahagún

Distance: 39 km

Minimum elevation: 830 m

Maximum elevation: 910 m

Level of Difficulty: very easy

Places of cultural interest: Sahagún

Pilgrims’ hostels: Calzadilla de la Cueza (84 beds), 
Ledigos (50), Terradillos de los Templarios (25), Sahagún (64)
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9. Sahagún – León

After leaving Sahagún, the Way penetrates into the plains of León.
The scenery is very changeable and the way is difficult and stony.

In addition to the austere beauty of the plains, the pilgrim is
ultimately rewarded with the appearance on the horizon of the city
of León, with its exceptional artistic heritage, the most outstanding
element of which is the Gothic cathedral.

Crossing this barren plain is an arduous proposition, both in
summer and in winter. The pilgrims have a choice of two 
alternative routes on this stretch. The first, less strenous, travels
along the Camino Real, and the other rougher, more solitary 
route, takes the traveller along the historic pilgrim road.

In both cases, in summer it is advisable to set out very early 
in the morning and to carry an ample supply of water.

Distance: 57 km (via the pilgrim road)

Minimum elevation: 800 m

Maximum elevation: 910 m

Level of Difficulty: easy

Places of cultural interest: Mansilla de las Mulas, León

Pilgrims’ hostels: Calzada del Coto (24 beds), 
Calzadilla de los Hermanillos (16), Bercianos del Camino (7),
El Burgo Raneros (36), Reliegos (50), Mansilla de las Mulas (46),
León (164)


